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It’s important to be aware of the context in which regulations are setup.

- Heritage and Unesco context
- Typical slooped roofs for the city centre.
- Visual relations towards and from the city centre and it’s important buildings.
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.regulations
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You need a building permit to place solar panels: 

- In the city centre of Bruges of in the

- In the village centre of Lissewege

- For buildings that are included on the list of inventory

buildings
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§2. Solar panels / solar boilers 

In Bruges' city center and the village centers of Lissewege and

Dudzele, no permission can be granted for the installation of solar

panels or solar collectors that are visible from the public 

domain.
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Urban legend about the belfry.

PUBLIC DOMAIN = PUBLIC BUILDING
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Because of the complexity
- when do you have to submit a building application? 
- can solar panels be visible from the public domain? 

the following decision tree has been created.

Red zone =

In the city centre of Bruges of in the

In the village centre of Lissewege

Application + no visibility

Yellow zone =

buildings that are included

on the list of inventory

buildings

Application

Pink zone =

In the village centre of Dudzele

No visibility
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Roof tiles with solar panels included are not possible due to

restrictions in the city regulation. It says that sloping roofs must be

finished with corrugated roof tiles. Flat roof tiles are not allowed. 
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Residential care center where flat roof tiles with solar panels were

allowed.

➔ Location in an inner area

➔ New construction, no heritage building
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The visibility from the public domain is the most tricky regulation.
It needs to be looked in carefully and it’s not only about the adjusting streets.

The map below shows work from students which was not 100% correct.
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Example of handling a building application.
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Framework Flemisch Government



.the new exhibition and conference building
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The new exhibition and conference building is a lever for developments in the field of 
solar panels.
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On top of the roof for the conference building solar panels were provided in the initial 
design of the building.

An installation with a 115 kilowatt peak is provided.
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A green roof was initially provided on the roof of the exhibition hall. Upon closer 
insight, it was decided that this would be a missed opportunity not to install solar panels 
on this large roof. 

➔ Extra annual revenue of around € 7585 

➔ Reduction of 38 tons of CO2
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In concrete terms, there is a possibility to install a 215kW peak installation (current 
estimate) for the roof of the total exhibition and congress building.
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Quote mayor Dirk De Fauw: 

“The solar panels on the exhibition and conference building 
can be a test case. In this way, citizens who cannot install 
solar panels themselves can still participate in renewable 
energy in their city. 

With this proposal, the City of Brugge will purchase the 
energy required for the exhibition and congress building 
from the citizen cooperative. The surplus of electricity 
(which is not directly used by the building) is injected into 
the electricity grid. 

If this citizen cooperative system works, we can later 
possibly place more solar panels on city buildings with a 
large roof area.”
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Approval form the city administration to draw up specifications/a market survey for
citizen cooperatives so that people from Bruges have the opportunity to invest in this
installation. 

Advantages of this way of working:

➔ Everyone can become a shareholder

➔ project duration: 20years 

➔ direct participation of citizens

➔ Beauvent invests and exploits during the project duration

➔ relief for the city of Bruges

With this proposal, the city will purchase the electricity generated by the PV installation 
from the citizen cooperative at a price that is lower than the market price. The surplus of 
electricity, that are not used directly by the exhibition and congress injected.
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Breakthrough?

- Yes because: working with a citizen cooperative. A 
new mechanism to deal with strict regulations for
private valuable buildings?

- Yes because of allowing a non slooped roof in the city
centre. Allowed because of climate challenges. 
Preview function.

- It feeds an internal debate about how to cope with
solar panels in the future…  
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